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case and in the absence of contra-indicating findings may recommend 
the discharge of the patient on probation as either "cured," 
"arrested," or "latent," and "no longer a menace to the public 
health." 

If at any of the examinations above indicated the patient shows 
signs of leprotic retrogression he shall be considered as ineligible for 
consideration for discharge within one year from the date of such 
examination. 

(9) Examinations of patients probationally discharged. — After the 
discharge of a patient the medical officer in charge shall notify the 
proper health officer of the State in which the patient resides and 
request that he arrange to make a clinical and bacterioscopic exami- 
nation of the patient at intervals of not less than once in six months 
for a period of three years and report the findings to the medical 
officer in charge. 

(10) Disposal of patients deceased. — Lepers dying at the hospital 
shall be buried .at the expense of the Government in the station 
cemetery and the graves shall be marked by a proper headstone of 
standard design, upon which shall be inscribed the patient's name, 
date of birth, and date of death. Upon proper application by a 
member of the deceased's immediate family or an accredited repre- 
sentative the patient's body may be removed, in conformity with 
interstate quarantine regulations and State regulations governing the 
transportation of human bodies dead from contagious diseases. No 
expenses incident to the preparation or transportation shall be borne 
by the United States Public Health Service. 

(11) Visitors. — Visitors may be admitted under such restrictions 
as the medical officer in charge may prescribe. 

(12) General administration of hospital. — The hospital shall be 
administered, except as above provided, in accordance with the 
regulations governing the hospitals and relief stations of the United 
States Public Health Service and regulations for the government of 
the United States Public Health Service. 



DEATH RATES OF MOTHERS FROM CHILDBIRTH, 1921. 

The Department of Commerce announces that the compilations 
made by the Bureau of the Census show lower death rates of mothers 
from childbirth or puerperal causes in 1921 than in any year since 
1917. 

For the nine States and the District of Columbia (constituting the 
"birth registration area" of 1915, exclusive of Rhode Island), the 
death rate from puerperal causes in 1921 was 6.5 per 1,000 live births 
as compared with 7.6 in 1920, 6.8 in 1919, 8.9 in 1918, 6.3 in 1917, 6.2 
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in 1916, and 6.1 in 1915. The relatively high rates for the years 1920, 
1919, and 1918 were doubtless due, for the most part at least, to the 
epidemics of influenza which prevailed in those years and which took 
heavy toll of pregnant women. The ratio of deaths from childbirth 
to the number of women bearing children in the year 1921 was about 
1 to 150. 

Of the 27 States for which figures are available, South Carolina has 
the highest 1921 death rate from puerperal causes (9.8 per 1,000 live 
births) and Connecticut the lowest (5.3) . 

Rates for the white and colored are shown for only the six States of 
Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Virginia. For 1921 the highest rate for the white (7.8) appears 
for South Carolina and the lowest (5.7 each) for Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia, while for the colored the highest rate (14.8) appears for Ken- 
tucky and the lowest (9.6) for Maryland. 
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